
 

We held a ‘wear purple 
day’ for Epilepsy Action 
on March 26th.  This is a 
good charity for us to 
support as so many of 
our   students have epi-
lepsy.  We will let you 
know how much we 
raised in the next letter.         
Jo Pearch 

News from the Headteacher     It has been a bit like wai ng for a bus at        
St. Rose’s this term.  Unlike most other schools and colleges who have (if all is 
well) one inspec on every 3‐4 years, at St. Rose’s we have 8 inspec ons or 
monitoring visits.  In the last 5 weeks we have had 3 visits; Ofsted focused 
monitoring visit of Post 19 educa on provision; Ofsted Inspec on of St. Rose’s 
residen al care and cross‐regional monitoring inspec on of St. Rose’s residen‐

al special school.  Two of these were scheduled to be at the same me!  Alt‐
hough I am unable to give details of how the inspec ons went, I will say that 
we’re very pleased with the outcome of each one (more details later).  Once 
again, this is testament to the skill, hard work and dedica on of all staff.  
Thank you to all who have supported us at this me. 

In my last newsle er I explained that we were in an interim period as far as 
the governing body is concerned, including arrangements for its leadership.  I 
want to thank Emma Gille , Jacky Stewart and Chris Duffy for stepping in to 
share the role of chair temporarily during this period and also to John Kyffin 
who has now taken up this role.  We welcome John and two others to our 
governing body: June Li le who is a Na onal Leader of Governance, and Hugh 
Bradley, an experienced governor and re red headteacher.  I know that par‐
ents, students and staff will make them very welcome. 

The end of this term also sees the departure of two staff from St. Rose’s.     
Janet Webb (Bursar) is leaving to spend some long‐awaited me following her 
other interests and passions and Carol Mackenzie (site team) is leaving to take 
up an appointment as caretaker at another school.  We wish them the very 
best for the future and also thank them for the impact that they have made in 
their me here. 

                                                      Our Easter celebra ons this week reflected on  
what happened around two thousand years 
ago.  It is a very important me for all of us; the 
things that happened in Jerusalem at that me 
changed the world forever.   As we rejoice in 
new life and new beginnings in the world 
around us, we, each of us, have an opportunity 
to refocus our own faith journey.  
I wish you all a very   happy    
Easter. 

Jan Daines 

COMIC RELIEF 2015  

St. Rose’s did its bit 
again to support the 
comic relief campaign 
and I am pleased to say 
we raised £115.10.  
Elaine spent the day 
baking and  decorating 
fairy cakes.  The funny 
face cake competition 
was judged by the    
admin staff and three 
winners came out.  Well 
done Freddie, Emily Tye 
and Jacob Pope.     
Teachers and TA’s 
showed their best funny 
faces inn a gerning 
demonstration.  Lots of 
fun was had by all.  
Many thanks for your 
kind donations.  Lea 
Anne Ewing. 
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Ques ons or comments? Email us at admin@stroses.org.uk or call 01453 763793  

On Thursday 26th March we held an Easter            
Celebra on with readings, prayers and hymns on 
the central belief of our Chris an faith, the death 
and resurrec on of Jesus Christ.  It was lovely to see 
parents and friends who were able to join us in this 
celebra on. 

School experiencing the 
partial eclipse 



The Spring term has been a short one but we con nue to develop ICT at St Rose’s. The pupils and   

students have been making progress with all their different communica on devices and it is brilliant 

to see them communica ng so well with staff and increasingly with their peers.  

We con nue to purchase new ipads and they are a great 

resource for our young people and are used in many 

different ways. They are used as communica on aids 

where appropriate and the touch screens are ideal as an 

easy way of accessing different so ware, the camera can 

be used to take photos which are then a good resource 

as they all love to see photos of themselves or their 

friends. One of our  parents has been able to source a 

switch which works with so ware on the ipad and 

means her daughter can take photos including ‘selfies’. 

We have already shared this great idea!      

Chas has been busy as ever keeping our system going with minimum 

disrup on. The servers are in the process of being ‘future proofed’ 

which involves moving data from the old to the new servers and will 

take a couple more months to complete. We have also purchased a 

number of new PCs to enable the upgrading of our hardware to    

con nue.  

We held some training workshops in January and staff 

were able to learn new skills and update old ones.       

Rachel Gale held a workshop on Publisher and we  also 

had training on PowerPoint and Excel.  Feedback from 

these was very posi ve……. 

I will definitely 
use publisher  
rather than 

word 

Thanks I will 
use most days 

INFORMATION COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY 

Na onal Star College asked us if we would trial their new outreach      

service for Assis ve technology and we agreed to do this. Neil Beck       

visited us for a day and we discussed the ways our students                   

communicate and areas where we thought he might be able to help us 

including upda ng our use of environmental controls.  He explained their 

service to us and will write a report based on the visit and then come 

back and   support us to implement some of his sugges ons.  We were 

able to share some informa on with him too and so it was a useful day 

for everyone. 

Jean Bankhead 

and Chas Doughty 



St Mar n’s 
The most recent news is that we had an Ofsted Inspec on on Wednesday March 4th 

when Nigel Evans, a Lead Inspector came to give us a ‘Health Check’. This was a  

focused monitoring visit where he was looking at three areas ‐ Student outcomes, 

Teaching, learning and assessment and Leadership and management. We have not had the wri en 

report yet but his verbal feedback was very encouraging and he was posi ve about the work we are 

doing and also suggested some areas for development. It was great to have an opportunity to share 

all the things we are doing and the students and staff were brilliant at showing what we do.  Some of 

the Student Forum members cha ed to the inspector and answered his ques ons and he was very 

grateful to them.  However, the inspec on wasn’t quite as straigh orward as we would have liked as 

the loss of electricity in the main building meant we had to rearrange teaching areas for the day.  

However, the inspector understood the difficul es and was happy to con nue with the inspec on.  

All our students are involved in work‐related learning which, for some of them, means taking part in 

a business enterprise and helping to make food for a café as well as helping to welcome and serve 

people who come. Others are also involved in work experience in St Rose’s which might mean    

helping in the office, welcoming people on recep on, working in the kitchen or manning the     

swimming pool recep on. We have a number of visitors during the day and so being on recep on 

can be quite a challenging job. Other students have voluntary work placements in the community: 

Leah works in the YMCA shop doing a variety of jobs including sor ng the shelves, dying, gree ng 

and serving customers and checking the items for sale; Kai is working in Minchinhampton library 

where he is pu ng books back on the shelves in the correct order. Both students are supported by 

St Mar n’s staff that are skilled at giving them the support they need but allowing them to be as 

independent as possible in the situa on. This is very important as they develop the skills that they 

will need now and in the future. 



This term our young people have again had some interes ng and varied opportuni es. A group of students 

worked with a dance therapist for a session; Ryan had the opportunity to a end a forum with Rachel to meet Ed 

Milliband in the Stroud Sub rooms and Sophie was invite to a end a produc on of Lion King by a friend she had 

met at SGS where she a ends a drama course. It was staged by another Independent Specialist College and was 

an enjoyable experience for her. Three of our students have had the opportunity to visit a broadcast show of 

Loose Women which was quite an experience and we are having a visit from a young man who would like our 

students to fill in some ques onnaires for his PhD thesis about disability and tourism. He has an amazing story 

and sounds like he will 

be quite inspira onal.  

Therapy is extremely important for our students and we con nue to work closely with the therapy team to give 

our students the best opportuni es to succeed and make progress. Rachel has worked closely with speech and 

language therapists to enable Tilly and Chris to use eye gaze in the classroom. The physios and our massage 

therapist Becky have also advised on useful ac vi es for students when they are out of their chairs.                

This term we have given students an opportunity to choose either PE (to improve their physical well being)      

or Making the Most of Leisure Time where they have 

looked at a variety of ac vi es which are fun or             

challenging. 

We have held the majority of student placement reviews this term although there are a few next term and 

our students have been able to think about how they are doing and the things that are going well and where 

things need to improve. It is so good to see them maturing and taking more responsibility and contribu ng in 

more mature ways where they can. I know I always say this but our young people are and con nue to be very 

inspiring. 

Staff have also had some training opportuni es. Rachel a ended a Making Maths Visible course with a staff 

member from a different college locally, Liam went to SGS to observe another tutor and I have also been able 

to do some joint observa ons with the Jane Stephens  the Head of prepara on for Work and Life at SGS. This 

is a great link and as well as Kai a ending college there and others par cipa ng in the adult courses there.  

We are working on a project to use QR codes to help some of our students with their Independent Living skills. 

Finally, we have some exci ng prospects for next term including drama with Louise Partridge from Twocan 

Inclusive Theatre Company, a music fes val with St Rose’s as well as a trip to Calvert trust in Devon and a visit 

to Bristol to the aquarium or the theatre.  



ST. MARTIN’S CAFÉ  

At the end of February, St. Mar n’s ran another of their famous cafes! We are raising money for 
a class trip, and the café made £26.00 profit. Thank you very much to everyone who came. It was 
a lovely atmosphere with students, staff and parents all relaxing together enjoying our home 
made cakes. Our next café will be held on the 5th June, pop it in your calendars now! 

FUNDRAISING 

The INDIAN EVENING held on Saturday 21st March was 

a great success.  A lovely evening with delicious food.  A 

huge thank you to Sheila Talwar and her team for all their 

hard work.  £359.12 was raised towards the dining room 

furniture. 

MOTOR SHOW Sunday 26th April 11.00—4.00.  Please come along—tell your friends—spread the 

word.  It is a lovely family day with lots of classic cars, motorbikes, BBQ, ice‐cream, stalls and games 

for the children.  Any help you can offer on the day would be gratefully appreciated (before, during 

and a er the event).  Even if you can only offer an hour please get in touch with me (details below).  

If you have anything that we can sell on our stalls please send into school (Prizes for the raffle, cakes 

(with ingredients list) bo les for the tombola, home made goods, paperback books, jewellery and  

new items for the knick‐knack stall. 

RAINBOW BALL Saturday 11th July— ckets available a er Easter £35.  £10 secures your cket.   

To include supper, disco and live band (The Steel Weasles).  This event will hopefully raise enough   

money to buy a Tobi eye‐go camera, pc and floor mount £4,000. 

We are currently raising money to refurbish the dining room—the new floor is being laid in the    

Easter holidays.  New furniture has been sourced.  Our next project is to put in some new overhead 

hoists and tracking.  If you have a new idea for fundraising events please get in touch with me at 

school.  Thank you for your con nued support.     

Elaine Shipway,   Chair of Friends of St. Rose’s                         Elaine.shipway@stroses.org.uk 



 

Tewkesbury  Swimming  Ga la  

Sa turday  14 t h  March  2015  

Cascades  , Tewkesbury.   

25m F/S +aids -
Silver 

25m BK/S + 
AIDS-Bronze 

25m F/S 
+aids -Gold 

25m F/S –
Bronze 

25m BK/S-4th 

50m F/S-4th 

RESULTS 

SAM 

SOPHIE 

LEAH 



Staff Only (In Service Day)       13th April 2015 

Students return         14th April 2015            8.55am 

Motorshow          26th April 2015    11am—4pm 

Students finish         22nd May 2015 

Spring Bank Holiday        25th May 2015 

Half Term          26th –30th May 2015 

Students return         1st June 2015             9.30am 

Garden Fete          20th June 2015            1.00pm 

Rainbow Ball         11th July 2015 

Whole school MASS        16th July 2015 

END OF TERM         17th July 2015 

Please visit out website:  www.stroses.org.uk 

Term Dates—Summer Term 

Thank you to everyone for using recep on when bringing or collec ng students other than normal 

arrival/leaving mes.   Thank you for your co‐opera on. 

SAFEGUARDING 

Progress     
Evening       
20th April 

Wheelnuts    
Motor Show 
26th April  

Garden Fete 
20th June 

Rainbow Ball 
11th July 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 

Stra ord Lawn, Stroud, Glos. GL5 

St.  Rose’s  
Thank you for contac ng school if a   

student is absent.  This is extremely 

helpful and allows us to re‐allocate staff 

and cancel any special dietary lunches.   

On Tuesday 24th March 2015 Daniel Bu on who is the Customer Ambassador for First Great    

Western came into school.  He had asked if some of our students would help him with a fundraising 

event by helping to suggest names for a guide dog for the blind.  Here are pictures of guide dog 

puppies that inspired our students and the names they came up with were: 

   

    Rosie          Rifton 

     Tobii          Mac 

Daniel is aiming to raise £2,500 for the local 
guide dogs charity in Gloucester.  If you can 
please call in to his fundraising event on    
11th April in the foyer at Gloucester station. 


